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Sun Pharma and partners to develop brain therapies

Sun Pharmaceutical has entered into a tripartite research and option agreement with Israel-based Weizmann Institute of 
Science and Spain's Health Research Institute of Santiago de Compostela (IDIS) to develop breakthrough products for the 
treatment of neurological diseases like brain stroke; as well as glioblastoma, a lethal brain cancer.

Scientists at Weizmann Institute have developed a recombinant enzyme currently undergoing animal studies for indications 
of brain stroke and glioblastoma. Further studies of this enzyme will be conducted at the Health Research Institute of 
Santiago de Compostela in Spain. Moreover, this enzyme may potentially be indicated for uses beyond these two brain 
diseases.

As per the signed triparty agreement, Sun Pharma will have the first right to develop these additional indications. Sun Pharma 
will have the exclusive option to conduct further development of the enzyme after completion of the preclinical studies. The 
company will have commercial rights to this product globally. It will also fund all future studies to be conducted on the enzyme.

The tripartite research collaboration agreement has been signed between Sun Pharma, Yeda Research & Development 
Company (the commercial arm of the Weizmann Institute of Science), and Fundacion RamÃ³n DomÃnguez (on behalf of 
IDIS). Based on outcome of animal studies, Sun Pharma will have an option to exercise rights for further development and 
commercialization of the enzyme.

Commenting on its collaboration with Weizmann Institute of Science and Health Research Institute of Santiago de 
Compostela, Mr Kirti Ganorkar, Sr. vice president, Sun Pharma said, "This collaboration is in line with our philosophy of 
putting patients first. We see our collaboration with world-renowned academic institutions like the Weizmann Institute of 
Science and the Health research Institute of Santiago de Compostela enabling new projects on breakthrough products to 
address current unmet medical needs. Such products will bring about a better quality of life for the patient by enabling doctors 
to make crucial decisions and offer immediate treatment in high risk medical emergencies. We are excited about this 
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collaboration and envision that this will enrich our novel and highly specialized product portfolio."

 

According to Prof. David Mirelman, The Weizmann Institute of Science "We are pleased to be a part of the tripartite research 
and development agreement with Sun Pharma. Our work is based on the original discoveries in the Weizmann Institute of the 
late Prof. Vivian Teichberg . Together with the researchers at the Health Research Institute of Santiago de Compostela, 
working under the direction of Prof. Jose Castillo, we hope to bring this work to maturation."

IDIS believes this collaboration will contribute to developing strong bonds for delivering important benefit in biomedical 
research and patients. Prof. JosÃ© Castillo, director of Health Research Institute of Santiago de Compostela said, "IDIS 
supports translational research so that new findings can be used in clinical practice. The agreement with Sun Pharma and 
Weizmann Institute represents an important milestone for our Institution, since the studies carried out by the researchers of 
the Clinical Neuroscience Research Laboratory and Stroke Unit of the Neurology Department of our University Hospital are 
now closer to patients."

He added, "The collaboration initiated with Prof. Vivian Teichberg and later continued with Prof. David Mirelman of the 
Weizmann Institute culminates through this new agreement. The development work collaborated through this agreement for 
treatment of neurological diseases like stroke, a leading cause of death and disability including loss of quality of life, can 
alleviate this epidemic in the 21st century. We also hope that this agreement contributes to bring new perspectives for the 
treatment of brain glioblastoma."

 

 


