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National task force set up to enhance oral healthcare in India
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Aligned with the Global Oral Health Action Plan of WHO South-East Asia Regional committee

Taking a significant step towards improving the oral health landscape in India, the Oral Health Collaborative launched the
‘National Oral Health Task Force’ on 14" December 2023. Supported by Haleon (erstwhile GlaxoSmithKline Consumer
Healthcare), the event was held in Hotel Ambassador, New Delhi, and was organised by Taru Leading Edge, a think tank.

India grapples with intricate oral health challenges stemming from socio-economic complexities, access disparities, and
prevalent oral diseases. The economic burden of prevalent oral diseases is an estimated Rs 50 billion.

The primary focus of this task force is to address these challenges through driving awareness on oral health, enabling
access, and empowering Indians take proactive charge of their oral health.

Dr L. Swasticharan, Addl. Deputy Director General (NCD) Dte.GHS, Government of India, and Chairperson of the Task
Force, said, “The Oral Health Task Force, with its mandate to promote awareness, prevention, and access to care, is a
crucial step toward addressing oral health challenges comprehensively. By bringing together diverse stakeholders, including
government, public health experts, and IDA, we can harness collective expertise, foster innovation, and implement effective
strategies to uplift the overall health and well-being of our nation. Thank you for your dedication and collaboration."

Sharing his thoughts on the initiative, Navneet Saluja, GM, Haleon India Subcontinent, BU, said, “Oral health is often
overlooked but it is intricately connected to our overall health. As an organisation driven by the purpose of improving
everyday health with humanity, we are a proud supporter of this noteworthy initiative to promote awareness, prevention, and
effectively manage the burden of oral diseases.”
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