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A long-term digital partnership to deliver better health for all

The World Health Organisation (WHO) and European Commission have announced the launch of a landmark digital health 
partnership.  

In June 2023, WHO will take up the European Union (EU) system of digital COVID-19 certification to establish a global 
system that will help facilitate global mobility and protect citizens across the world from on-going and future health threats, 
including pandemics. This is the first building block of the WHO Global Digital Health Certification Network (GDHCN) that will 
develop a wide range of digital products to deliver better health for all.

Based on the EU Global Health Strategy and WHO Global strategy on digital health, the initiative follows the 30 November 
2022 agreement between Commissioner Kyriakides and Dr Tedros to enhance strategic cooperation on global health issues. 
This further bolsters a robust multilateral system with WHO at its core, powered by a strong EU.

This partnership will include close collaboration in the development, management and implementation of the WHO GDHCN 
system, benefitting from the European Commission’s ample technical expertise in the field. A first step is to ensure that the 
current EU digital certificates continue to function effectively. This partnership will work to technically develop the WHO 
system with a staged approach to cover additional use cases, which may include, for example, the digitisation of the 
International Certificate of Vaccination or Prophylaxis. Expanding such digital solutions will be essential to deliver better 
health for citizens across the globe.
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