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GE Healthcare to scale Zionexa’s FDA-approved PET imaging agent

GE Healthcare has announced the acquisition of Zionexa, a leading innovator of in-vivo oncology and neurology biomarkers 
that help enable more personalized healthcare.

The company aims to develop and bring to market Zionexa’s pipeline biomarkers, as well as the recently FDA-approved PET 
imaging agent, Cerianna™ (fluoroestradiol F-18), which is used as an adjunct to biopsy for the detection of estrogen receptor 
(ER) positive lesions to help inform treatment selection for patients with recurrent or metastatic breast cancer.

Zionexa, a privately owned company, formed in 2018 and headquartered in Aubière, France, employs 24 people in France 
and the U.S., all of whom will transfer to GE Healthcare. Additionally, GE Healthcare will hire approximately 70 new dedicated 
employees within the company’s U.S. Pharmaceutical Diagnostics team, headquartered in Marlborough, Massachusetts.

Currently, when treating metastatic breast cancer patients, oncologists base clinical decisions on biopsy results which only 
represent the sampled area of the tumor. However, estrogen receptor (ER) expression – one of the most common breast 
cancer biomarkers - can vary both within the primary tumor and across different lesions.

Cerianna, an adjunct to biopsy, widens the diagnostic lens for oncologists with a whole-body view of ER positive lesions, 
helping to provide the patient with a more informed diagnosis, potentially enabling more targeted and individualized treatment 
plans and avoiding the selection of inappropriate or less effective therapies.
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