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WHO to set up global centre for traditional medicine in India

13 November 2020 | News

Prime Minister dedicates Two National Premier Ayurveda Institutions to the nation

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has dedicated two future-ready national premier Ayurveda institutions to the nation to mark
celebration of the 5th Ayurveda Day, on 13 November.

The Prime Minister dedicated to the nation the Institute of Teaching & Research in Ayurveda (ITRA), Jamnagar as an
Institution of National Importance (INI), and the National Institute of Ayurveda (NIA), Jaipur as a Deemed to be University by
the University Grants Commission.

The PM has urged the private sector and the start-ups industry to study the global demand for Ayurveda globally, and to
become champions for ‘VocalForLocal” across the world with their new developments in this field.

Director General of World Health Organisation (WHO), Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus gave a video message and
announced the setting up of the Global Centre of Traditional Medicine in India. The Prime Minister thanked WHO and the DG
for choosing India for the Global Centre of Traditional Medicine. Dr Tedros said that Ayurveda is an Indian heritage and it is a
matter of happiness that India’s traditional knowledge is enriching other countries also.

ITRA, Jamnagar: Recently created through an Act of Parliament, the Institute of Teaching and Research in Ayurveda (ITRA),
is poised to emerge as a world class healthcare institution. ITRA has 12 Departments, three clinical laboratories and three
research laboratories. It is also a leader in research work in traditional medicine, and presently, it is conducting 33 research
projects. ITRA has been formed by conglomerating the cluster of four Ayurveda Institutes at Gujarat Ayurveda University
campus, Jamnagar. It is the first Institute in Ayush Sector having the Institution of National Importance (INI) status. With the
upgraded status, ITRA will have autonomy to upgrade the standard of Ayurveda education as it would offer courses as per
modern, international standards. Further, it will forge inter-disciplinary collaborations to give a contemporary thrust to
Ayurveda.

NIA, Jaipur: An Ayurveda institution with country wide repute, NIA got a shot in the arm with Deemed to be University (De
novo Category) status. Inheritor of a 175-year legacy, NIA's contribution to preserving, promoting and advancing authentic
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Ayurveda in the last few decades has been significant. Presently NIA possess 14 different departments. The institute has
very good student teacher ratio with a total intake of 955 students and 75 faculties during 2019-20. It runs numerous courses
in Ayurveda ranging from certificate to doctoral level. With state-of-the-art lab facilities, NIA has also been a pioneer in
research activities. At present, it conducts 54 different research projects. With the conferring of Deemed to be University (De

novo category), the National Institute is set to reach new heights by achieving highest standards in tertiary health care,
education and research.



