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"The CT industry is expected to touch $1.2 billion by 2010"

-Prof SK Gupta, Dean, ICRI, New Delhi
How did you come up with the idea of such an institute?

India is recognized as a hub but trained professionals are not there. There are institutes like ICR (UK) or ACRP (US), but
nothing as such in India. The clinical trial industry is expected to touch $1.2 billion by 2010. There have been a lot of national
and international reports in which it has been mentioned that we will need around 20,000 -50,00 clinical research
professionals. So the need for professionals was felt and that's how the institute came into existence.

How do you foresee growth in clinical research in a country like India?

India is on a rise as far as clinical trials are considered. There are around 264 clinical trials registered (Indian as well as
global) and many more are being conducted. India its developing its own molecules so those clinical trials are done, but apart
from this there are several multinational companies conducting clinical trials. Looking at the statistics, five years back there
were 10 CROs. Today there are more than 150. Here is a vertical growth.

What kind of students does the institute take up?

There are broadly three categories of students- MBBS and pharmacy graduates, life science graduates, graduates from
alternative system of medicine like Ayurveda, dentists. The students should have a life science background to understand
how a drug works, how is it developed and absorbed in the body and its adverse effects in the body.



Give us an overview of the selection procedure.

An interview and written test through which candidates are selected. Batch size varies from plakhe to plakhe. In Mumbai the
pharmaceutical industry is much more developed and awareness level is very high and therefore we expect around 200
students there. Under the prog we also give them a PG diploma in Pharmaceutical management simultaneously to give them
enough insight to conduct clinical trials, how to manage, how to do the financial bidding, how to monitor them.

Are you looking at any collaborations?

We are looking at collaborations with the DBT (Department of Biotechnology), Gujarat government, but it is not easy to bridge
the gap between the mindset of the government and the industry.

Why do you think India is experiencing a rise in clinical research?

It is mainly because of a diverse patient population and fast track registration. So the drug development has a life span of 12
years in the US. It is almost half here, thereby cutting down on the cost.















