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Govt focuses on prevention of vector borne diseases
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Urged all stakeholders to undertake awareness drives through active community participation

Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare chaired a high-level meeting through video conferencing
(VC) to review the preparedness for prevention and control of Vector Borne Diseases (VBDs) (Malaria, Dengue, and
Chikungunya) in Delhi.

Stressing on the importance of widespread awareness on prevention and control of theVBDs, the Union Health Minister
urged all stakeholders to undertake awareness drives through active community participation and cooperation of all
stakeholders such as RWAs, shopkeepers'/traders’ associations while considering all the precautionary measures being
taken against COVID-19.

The Health Minister said,”Among the specific target-oriented modified strategies that need to be put in place for combating
malaria, dengue and chikungunya, our main focus should be on controlling the vector itself.” “Simple steps can be taken for
keeping the surroundings clean and free from Aedes mosquitoes. Stagnant water should be checked and larva sites should
be effectively neutralized. Success of the Vector Control Programme is related to community participation and ownership”, he
said. He further added, “Commitment at all levels is essential for prevention and control of these diseases andit is the
responsibility of all of us to ensure that we don’t create an environment for mosquitoes to breed.”

Dr. Harsh Vardhan further said that VBD problem is a perennial one and this year it has come at the time when the whole
country is grappling with the outbreak of COVID-19. He further stated, “There was a severe outbreak of Dengue in Delhi in
2015, which affected nearly 16,000 people and killed 60. As compared to that situation, presently we are in a better position
as around 50 dengue cases have reported so far in the city. However, we cannot afford to be complacent in our approach in
our fight against Dengue.”
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