
WHO launches online resource to develop new health products

21 May 2019 | News 

The Health Product Profile Directory is a free-to-use online resource

WHO’s new Science Division has launched an online resource to guide the development of new health products for which 
there are limited markets or incentives for research and development.

An essential tool for realizing universal health coverage, the Health Product Profile Directory aims to promote  research and 
development for products to combat neglected diseases and threats to global health, including antimicrobial resistance and 
diseases with pandemic potential. 

The Health Product Profile Directory is a free-to-use online resource created and developed by TDR, the Special Programme 
for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases, on behalf of WHO as a global public good. It provides a searchable database 
of profiles for health products needed to tackle pressing health issues in global health including those prioritized by WHO.

The summary of the published profiles outlines 8-10 key characteristics (such as target population, measures of efficacy and 
dosage) for the development of health products, including medicines, vaccines and diagnostics. Building in these 
characteristics at an early stage of the development process is essential to ensure that the final products will be accessible to 
the populations that need them. 
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